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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Previously Presented) A multifunction printed sheets interface system 
comprising: 

plural sheet input areas, 

plural sheet outputs areas, 

a sheet position sensing system, and 

a sheet transporting system comprising a plane having first and second angularly 
spaced sides, said sheet transporting system comprising independently operable sheet 
transports and providing selectable sheet translation in a the plane to selectably transport 
sheets from selected ones of said plural sheet input areas to selected ones of said plural 
sheet outputs areas so as to provide selectable sheet feeding from selected sheet input 
areas to selected sheet outputs areas, said sheet transports providing variable angle 
driving for selectable sheet rotation and translation of selected sheets in the plane whereby 
said sheets are selectably contemporaneously transportable in different directions towards 
said plural sheet outputs areas, a first of the sheet outputs areas being adjacent the first 
angularly spaced side of the plane and a second of said sheet outputs areas being 
adjacent the second angularly spaced side of the plane. 

2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8, wherein said sheet 
transporting system additionally provides selectable sheet rotation of selected sheets. 

3. (Currently Amended) T-he A multifunction printed sheets interface system ef 
c l aim 1. whoroin comprising: 
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plural sheet input areas: 

plural sheet outputs areas; 

a sheet position sensing system; and 

a sheet transporting system comprising a plane having first a nd second angularly 
spaced sides, said sheet transporting system comprising inde pendently operable sheet 
transports and providing selectable sheet translation in a the plane to selectablv transport 
sheets from selected ones of said plural sheet input areas to selected ones of said plural 
sheet outputs areas so as to provide selectable sheet feeding from se lected sheet input 
areas to selected sheet outputs areas, said sheet transpo rts providing variable angle 
driving for selectable sheet rotation and translation of selecte d sheets in the plane whereby 
said sheets are selectablv contemporaneously transportable in differen t directions towards 
said plural sheet outputs areas, a first of the sheet outputs a reas being adjacent the first 
angularly spaced side of the plane and a second of said sheet outp uts areas being 
adjacent the second angularly spaced side of the plane, said sheet transporting system 
additionally providesing selectable sheet merging in a selected sheet sequence of sheets 
from said plural sheet input areas to a selected one of said sheet outputs areas. 

4. (Previously Presented) the multifunction printed sheets interface system of 
claim 8, wherein said sheet transporting system comprises a multiplicity of spaced and 
independently operable variable-sheet-feeding-direction sheet transports. 

5. (Previously Presented) The multifunction printed sheets interface system of 
either one of claims 1 and 3, wherein said sheet transporting system is a generally planar 
sheet feeding table larger than the dimensions of any sheet to be fed thereon for 
simultaneous plural sheet variable transport thereon. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The multifunction printed sheets interface system of 
either one of claims 1 and 3, wherein said sheet transporting system has a large planar 
area with a multiplicity of spaced apart independently operable variable sheet feeding 
direction and sheet velocity sheet transports, said large planar area being substantially 
larger than the dimensions of any sheet to be fed thereon to allow simultaneous plural 
sheet variable transport thereon by said multiplicity of spaced apart independently operable 
variable sheet feeding direction and sheet velocity sheet transports, said sheets being 
sensed thereon by said sheet position sensing system, and said sheet position sensing 
system controlling said multiplicity of spaced apart independently operable variable sheet 
feeding direction and sheet velocity sheet transports. 

7. (Previously Presented) The multifunction printed sheets interface system of 
claim 1, wherein a plurality of said sheet transports are each closer to four other sheet 
transports than the smallest sheet to be fed. 

8. (Previously Presented) A system comprising: 
a plurality of printers; 

a plurality of sheet processing systems; and 

a multifunction printed sheets interface system comprising: 

a plurality of sheet input areas which receive printed sheets from the 
plurality of printers, each of the printers feeding printed sheets to a 
respective one of the sheet input areas, 

a plurality of sheet outputs areas which provide plural outputs to 
different ones of the sheet processing systems, first and second of the sheet 
input areas being positioned relative to first and second of the sheet outputs 
areas such that a path of a sheet transported between the first input area 
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and the first outputs area crosses a path of a sheet transported between the 
second input area and the second outputs area, 
a sheet position sensing system, and 

a sheet transporting system, said sheet transporting system providing 
selectable sheet translation to selectably transport sheets from selected ones 
of said plural sheet input areas to selected ones of said plural sheet outputs 
areas so as to provide selectable sheet feeding from selected printers to 
selected sheet processing systems. 

9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8, wherein said sheet 
transporting system additionally provides selectable sheet merging in a selected sheet 
sequence of sheets from said plurality of printers to a selected processing system. 

10. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 8, wherein said sheet 
transporting system comprises a multiplicity of spaced and independently operable sheet 
transports. 

11. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, wherein a plurality of said 
sheet transports are each closer to four other sheet transports than the smallest sheet to 
be fed. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 0, wherein said sheet transports 
are configured for variable angle driving. 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 0, wherein said printed sheets 
interface system comprises a generally planar sheet feeding table larger than the 
dimensions of any sheet to be fed thereon for simultaneous variable transport of a plurality 
of sheets thereon. 
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14. (Previously Presented) A method comprising: 
printing sheets on a plurality of printers; 

feeding the printed sheets from the plurality of printers to a plurality of spaced 
respective input areas of a printed sheets interface system; 

transporting the printed sheets from the input areas to selected ones of a plurality of 
spaced output areas of the printed sheets interface system with a plurality of sheet 
transports whereby a sheet transported between a first of the input areas and a first of the 
outputs areas crosses a path of a sheet transported between a second of the input areas 
and a second of the outputs areas; and 

sensing a position of the printed sheets during transporting. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein said transporting 
includes selectively transporting sheets in a first direction, a second direction perpendicular 
to the first direction, and a third direction angularly spaced between the first and second 
directions. 

16. (Withdrawn, Currently Amended) A J_he multifunction printed sheets interface 
system of claim 1 . the sheet transporting system further comprising: 

p l ural choot input ar e as, 

p l ura l sh e et outputs ar e as, 

a ohoot position s e nsing syst e m, and 

a shoot transport i ng system, sa i d shoot transporting system compr i sing 
i ndopondontly oporab l o sh o ot transports and prov i d i ng soloctab l o shoot trans l at i on i n a 
p i ano to selootably transport shoots from solootod ones of sa i d p l ura l shoot i nput areas to 
so l octod onos of said p l ura l shoot outputs aroas and a controller which independently 
controls the sheet transports to provide selectable sheet feeding from any one of the sheet 
input areas to any one of the sheet outputs areas , said shoot transports prov i ding variab l e 
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ang l o dr i v i ng for so l octab l o shoot rotation and translat i on of oo l octod ohootc in tho p i ano 
whoroby oa i d shoots aro so l ootably transported . 
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